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This being a convenient place for their reception, both
on account of privacy, as it -was out of the road of all trade,
and as it was well supplied with wood, water, wild fowl,
hogs, deer, and all kinds of provisions, he stayed here
fifteen days to clean his vessels, and refresh his men, who
worked interchangeably, on one day the one half, and on
the next the other.

On the 5th day of September, Drake left his brother
with the ship at Darien, and set out with two pinnaces
towards the Rio Grande, which they reached in three days,
and, on the 9th, were discovered by a Spaniard from the
bank, who believing them to be his countrymen, made a
signal to them to come on shore, with which they very readily
complied; but he, soon finding his mistake, abandoned his
plantation, where they found great plenty of provisions,
with which, having laden their vessels, they departed. So
great was the quantity of provisions which they amassed
here and in other places, that in different parts of the coast
they built four magazines or storehouses, which they filled
with necessaries for the prosecution of their voyage. These
they placed at such a distance from each other, that the
enemy, if he should surprise one, might yet not discover
the rest.

In the mean time, his brother, captain John Drake, went,
according to the instructions that had been left him, in
search of the Symerons, or fugitive negroes, from whose
assistance alone they had now any prospect of a successful
voyage; and touching upon the mainland, by means of the
negro whom they had taken from Nombre de Dios, en-
gaged two of them to come on board his pinnace, leaving
two of their own men as hostages for their returning.
These men, haying assured Drake of the affection of
their nation, appointed an interview between him and their
leaders. So leaving port Plenty, in the isle of Pines,
so named by the English from the great stores of provisions
which they had amassed at that place, they came, by the
direction of the Symerons, into a secret bay, among beau-
tiful islands covered with trees, which concealed their ship